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NYC’s modular moment

Contisued from Page 13

advantages are clear: significant cost
savings through faster construction,
with less material waste—which
also boosts the green factor.

*1 think a lot of people are wait-
ing to see how things rum out far
Bruce,” saxd David Kramser, 2 pein-
cipal at Hudson Con,, 3 devel
with numeroa affordable and high-

end peojects in the it

J« oven A p'm'zr mumber of
builders line up to try their hand at
modular, many others remain s
tical-—and with good reason.
technique has been # dream of ar-
chitects and developers for nestly 2
century—both Buckminster Fuller
and Frank Lloyd Wright were high
on it—yet hittle progress has been
made since the idex ot houses rolling
Off the assembly line like so ma
Model Ts was first dreamed up. Af-
ter all, what is going up now is liee
different from Montreal's famous
Habsrat 67, buile for that cisy's
world's fair 46 years ago.

ways to cut them by
200% to 30%.

Sheer s ac-
counts for :::h of
those savingn. By
bailding in a facro-
1Y, CIEwWs are peos
tected from the ele-
ments, which
dlows themn o
work more  cffi
aently, and without
weather delays, It
#iso keeps the ma-
terials  protected
md prowmides  for
casier quality con-
trol,

*You don't have
one  subcontractor
come in, lay the
concrese, and then
the plumber comes

in the pext dxy, says

everything’s in the wrong place, and
you have to do it again,” said Ball
htmmim. president of Skanska
USA, the national general coatrac-
tor that has partnercd with Forest
City Ratner to create its modular

Curiously, it is also a method of
building that has been far more suc-
cessful outside the city, In South
Carolina, New Mexico and West
Vieginia, one in six homes is manua-

—a group that inchodes
mobile homes—according 1o the
Cenwas Bureaw. In New York state,
it s one in 50, with most of those
outside the city.

Small scale

Up uneil secently, what modular
construction these has been in New
York City has been on a small scale,
mostly row houses for low-income
famibes and senion in the outer
boeoughs, The biggest such project
to date i the Nehemuah Spring
Creek Houses, in East New York,
Beooklyn. There, blocks wpon
blocks of multicolored homes have
been built and are now occupsed.
When the project is complese, 1,525
such horses, made of theee modules
cuch, will have beca buslt by Capsys,
s modular firm created three

decades ago by Nicholas Lembo ex-

IAL‘O;:‘ m Mr. Lembo

embeaced modular more out of ne-
cewsity than design. "Cost was im-
porrant, bat it was abo a matter of
security,” he said. *Building conven-
tionally, you'd come by at night and
find people oa-site stealing your
materials.”

He estimates be has built more
than 3 millson square feet of modu-
lar buildings during the past two
decades, including 3 convent for
elderly nuns in the Broax, Al of it
has rolled off the line of his facility
in the Brookdyn Navy Yaed, The lat-
est project will be the city's so-called
ad/ micro-units in Kips Bay,
with 55 apartments 3¢ mulru 250
square feet, Me. Lembo won the

tvm)«t 0 4 competition last year.
Nork

15 st to beyin this fall.
The by Factor deiving mod-
\slar's nd popalarity s the

city's  stratosphenc  comstruction
costx, Modular offers a handful of

‘Any technology
that can help
reduce costs

is exciting’
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at 32 stories, more thun 50% higher
than any nodnhmcmwt.

lhar d&m have b«a
mwdntbcmoduhmnml

npeecedented both in termn
ut’mmdm“:ghm o

In Red Hook, for !
Architects, the desi Rat-
pet’s towers, has created a flood-
resistant townhouse that can be fab-
ricated and iowtalled in less than
dm‘:oadu.'lhun-nhmd-ot
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A case i point

the Inwood section ol
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Ghacks architects and Jeffrey M.
Brown Asocates i building 28

apartments from 56 modules that
are being fabricated in Pennsybvanis.
The lng)nnu arc dmnnn‘, 10 say
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Jerilyn Perine, director of the
Cinzens Housing and Planning
Council, said the modular process
Mhlz’;ndu. It's ﬁktmh
- m
" she smaid. “People can
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